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THE PICNIC 

Each  year we host a community picnic and 

historical speaker. The picnic is held at 

Pringle Grove on July 29 at noon 

Bring a potluck dish and come early to meet 

and greet. 

                  
This year our speaker will be Stanley 

D. Stevens. 

His topic will be: F.A.Hihn's connection to 

Soquel 

 

Professor Stevens is a Librarian Emeritus at 

University of California-Santa Cruz. He was the 

founding head of the University Library Map 

Collection. He is a historian whose primary work 

focuses on German immigrant Frederick Augustus 

Mr.   August 23, 1913). –Hihn (August 16, 1829 

Stevens has published over fifty works about Hihn 

.  
In 2001 he was named Historian of the Year by the 

History Forum of the Museum of Art & History 

(MAH) of Santa Cruz. He has been named in Who’s 

Who in America, and Who's Who in the World. He 

created the Index to the Arcadia book 

on Soquel written by a group of Soquel Pioneer and 

Historical Association members and others.. 
  
Frederick Augustus Hihn was a prominent Santa 

Cruz politician and landowner. Hihn arrived in San 

Francisco during the Gold Rush in 1849. A few years 

later, he moved to Santa Cruz at the age 22 and 

eventually became one of the largest landowners in 

the County. Cruz County. He was the founder of 

Camp Capitola, which led to the development of 

Capitola. . 

 

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR 
 Based on the Membership response at the last 

Picnic, the Board has decided to charge for the 

annual Picnic. The charge will be a suggested 

donation of $5 a person or $10 a family. 

Membership will be $5 or more per family. 

  

Welcome to our three new Board members, Lynne 

Caldwell, who is the wife of John Caldwell, Deborah 

Maddock, who is a daughter of Ted Maddock and 

Lisa Nelson who the daughter of Marilyn Pringle 

Nutter. 

  

We participated in the Santa Cruz County 

Historical fair which took place last October.  The 

Soquel Pioneer Association had an informative and 

attractive booth. 

  

The Pioneers have the responsibility of maintaining 

the four beautiful entrance signs to Soquel. Jim 

Hobbs has refurbished two of the signs that faded. 

They are located near Carpos and the intersection of 

Soquel and Capitola Roads. 

  

In November, we had our third annual tree survey 

conducted by a tree ecologist. To remind you, in 

2014 we had $15,000 worth of tree cutting in the 

Pringle Grove to remove some decayed trees. The 

annual tree survey is required by the County for the 

first five years to monitor the regrowth for the forest 

canopy. The biologist evaluated that the regrowth is 

going well. 

  

The Soquel Cemetery group is still meeting.  For 

more information see…soquelcemetary.weebly.com 

or their Facebook page called ”Save the Soquel 

Cemetery.” 

 

SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC! 



 
100 Years Ago . . . 

Soquel News From 1917 
(Quoted from the Santa Cruz Evening News) 
By Frank Perry 
 

March 1, 1917 
 It was announced this morning by 
Chairman F. W. Miller of the good roads 
committee of the chamber of commerce that the 
Los Gatos-Santa Cruz highway will be open to 
travel on Sunday. The old San Jose road from 
Soquel to Los Gatos is open, but not in the best 
of condition. 
 

August 21, 1917 
 Great was the surprise of the trustees of 
the Soquel school when the teacher of the sixth 
grade, Miss Valeda Mattison, announced at the 
opening of the school yesterday, her recent 
marriage to Lieut. George F. Burgess of Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans.  
 The courageous young bride announced 
that she desired to retain her position at the 
school as she was not sure that she would ever 
see her husband again, and she desired to be 
self-supporting. 
 

August 31, 1917 
 Many dollars were earned by our Soquel 
boys and girls by picking fruit and berries during 
vacation. One thirteen-year-old boy brought to 
his home fifteen sacks of flour and a sack of 
sugar. The money to buy these he earned by 
picking cherries and berries, and doing whatever 
odd jobs he could find in the neighborhood. A 
few boys like this help knock the high cost of 
living. 
 
 

September 21, 1917 
 Soquel claims the credit of being the 
second center to organize a farm bureau. 
 
 

                                                 
November 5, 1917  

The Soquel paper mill is now running 
full blast, and the cheery, familiar sound of the 
whistle is heard morning and evening. 
 

  

 
 
November 10, 1917 
 The corner familiarly known as Sam’s 
Place, opposite Angell Bros.’ store, has been 
leased to Messrs. Pringle and Shannon, who are 
at work remodeling the building. These 
gentlemen are preparing to open a first-class 
garage, which will be a great convenience to the 

autoing public. 
 

           
Pringles Garage 

SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC 
 

In Memorium 
We lost our dear Board member John 
Caldwell on December 16, 2016.  John N. 
Caldwell has served on the Soquel Pioneer 
and Historical Association Board for many 
years. He was an author of the Soquel 
History Book that was published by Arcadia 
Press. In addition to co-writing a chapter, he 
scanned all of the photos on to the disc that 
was sent to the Publishing Company.  He 
spent many summers at Kennolyn Camp as 
a camper and as a counselor. (He was a real 
nephew of the Caldwells) You may 
remember his smiling face as he sat beside 
his wife, Lynne Caldwell at the Registration 
and Bookselling table at each annual Picnic. 
He was always eager to help out with any 
Community event that the Association 
participated in 

Current board members 
Judy Parsons, President; Frank Perry, vice President; 

Lynda Lewit, Secretary; David Lewit, Treasurer; Alice 

Daubenbis, Jim Hobbs, Deborah Maddock, Lynne 

Caldwell, and Lisa Nelson, Board Members. 



 

Presidents Message 
This year it is my goal to digitalize and 
protect all of our precious photos. 
 
We recently received an offer from a former 
Soquelian, Clara Hartman. who is returning to 
the area for two months this summer, asking 
if she can help us in any way. 
  
WOW! What an offer. 
She has agreed to help gather the photos we 
already have and any others that might be 
available and place them on a web oage 
where they can be saved and made available 
on request. 
One way to expand our library could be from 
friends contributing family photos via our 
group Facebook page go to SoquelPioneers 
and join our “group”. You will be able to ask 
questions and share anything of historical 
significance. 
 
We will also have a few more Soquel hats and 
Soquel books for sale at the picnic. 
Hats $15, Books $25,with index. 


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A QUIZ 

Otter B. Books, Julia Mae Burgess, Lynn 

Caldwell, Joe and Karen Calcagno, 

William and Viola Casalagno, Anthony 

and Rebecca Campos, Julianna Cheng, 

Annie Chapin and David Emmanuel, 

Alice Daubenbis and Wayne Huneman, 
D. Dixon, Duncan and Bonnie Gillies, 
Mark and Laura Grossman, Kitty 

Hanson, Jim Hobbs, Warren and Arlene 

Hollingshead, Mary Ellen Irons, GB Jack 

III, Bob and Patricia Kenyon, John and 

Jean Kegebein, Charlie and Patricia 

Keiffer, David and Lynda Lewit, Maura 

Matera, Lisa McAndrews, Donaldine 

McRae, Hank Miller, Paul and Judy 

Parsons, Frank A. Perry, Andrew and 

Patricia Poulos, Teresa Raabe, Willa 

Dean Reynolds, Betty Serpa, Stanley 

Stevens, Pricilla Strauhal, Beth Svee, 
Carolyn Swift, Jerry and Robyn Walters  
 
In memory of Ted Maddock-Sherrill Ash 

and Debra Maddock, Anthony and 

Rebecca Campos, Mr. and Mrs. William 

Saunders, M. Gay Byington 
 
In memory of Marilyn Pringle Nutter-

Dick Nutter 
 

 

 



 

THE RAFFLE 
One of the highlights of the picnic each year is our 

famous raffle. In the past, we have offered 

everything from a to a beautiful bouquet of flowers 

to a case of exotic beer. The tickets are one dollar, 6 

for $5, 13 for $10 and $30 for $20. The money we 

make goes into our general fund and is used to pay 

for picnic expenses, sound equipment, restroom, 

fliers, this newsletter, taxes. insurance etc. We also 

use the money for renting our Pioneers room at the 

Porter Memorial Library so that you can enjoy 

pictures, books and artifacts, scrapbooks etc. and for 

maintaining the Soquel Signs.  

 

 
 

Our thanks to the following merchants who 

donated raffle items for the picnic last year. 

 

(Merchants) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIIP/DONATIONS 
The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association 

welcomes new members of all community 

status. Originally, one had to be born in Soquel 

or lived here for at least 50 years to be eligible 

for membership. 

That rule has been changed. Now, anyone can 

join. 

We are proud to publish the list of last year’s 

donors in this newsletter. Why not ad your 

name to our next publication by sending your 

donation in the enclosed envelope, visiting us 

on PayPal or making a donation at the picnic. 

We are a 501c3 organization possibly making 

your donation tax deductible. 



CHECK OUT OUR WEB PAGE 
SOQUELPIONEERS.COM 

We recently added a new video to our web 

page thanks to the Capitola Museum. The 

museum has done a series of interviews with 

local residents and they have graciously agreed 

to allow us to put some on our page. 

The most recent is an interview with former 

Soquel Pioneers president Richard Nutter.  

For several generations, the Nutter Family have 

lived in Soquel. They could almost be 

considered founders.  

Dick has many fascinating stories to tell about 

the area. Don’t miss this video. 

Coming up! An interview with Barbara 

Harlamoff McCrary descendent of Russian 

immigrants who established a chicken business 

in the Soquel Valley. 

 

SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC 


