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The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association is and all volunteer group dedicated to preserving the history of Soquel 

Soquelpioneers.com

THE PICNIC   

   Each year the Pioneers invite the community to attend a 

potluck picnic on their grounds on 

Pringle Lane.  It gives us a chance 

to meet old and new friends, view 

historical displays, scrapbooks and 

delicious cuisine, We feature a 

speaker who brings us interesting 

history tales  

    This year, our speaker will be 

Carolyn Swift,  Her topic is 

“Soquel, Above the Fold” (In 

newspaper talk, the important stories appear above the 

fold).   Carolyn is a native of Watsonville, ahe worked as a 

reporter for the Register-Pajaronian starting in 1969.  Sharing 

stories about local history quickly became an ambition.  

   In 1975, she took a course on the history of Santa Cruz 

County from regional historian Sandy Lydon. Two years later, 

they co-authored a history of Capitola. A second book, a 

project completed with historian and author Judith Steen, 

inserted women’s history into the story of Santa Cruz 

County’s past. Women’s rights advocates Georgiana Kirby 

and Eliza Farnham were interpreted to reshape what had been 

a male-dominated historical account. 

    Swift earned a degree in Community Studies from UC 

Santa Cruz, contributed to five history books, compiled the 

historic context statement for the City of Capitola, and 

contributed 150 newspaper articles published in papers 

throughout the county. Her 2013 retirement coincided with the 

publication of her book Capitola in Arcadia’s Images of 

America series. 

    She became the Capitola Historical Museum director in 

1993. It was her task to oversee displays, provide educational 

tours, and conduct research. She devised exhibits, 

She managed the museum’s outstanding collection of  

historical digital images that touch every aspect of Santa Cruz 

Coun

 

A BIT OF HISTORY 

 The following Soquel items appeared in the Santa Cruz 
Evening News during 1916: 
Jan. 1.  “Adams Colossal two-car circus . . . showed 
Thursday and yesterday.  The circus carries an elephant, 
lion, four ponies, dogs, parrots, etc.  There are two wagons, 
all the work of moving them being done by the elephant. . . 
.” 
Feb. 14.  “Miss Gladys Daubenbiss and Albert J. Thorp very 
quietly slipped away and were married early Sunday 
morning at the residence of Rev. E. R. Bennett on Ocean 
View Avenue.  The county clerk issued a special license 
Saturday evening so the friends of the happy couple were 
easily fooled.” 
Feb. 21.  “John Davis of Soquel paid a $5 fine in Justice of 
the Peace C. C. Houck’s court this morning for failing to 
have lights on his wagon as provided by the new motor 
vehicle law.” 
March 30.  “Ah Chin Doc, . . . an American of Chinese 
ancestry, registered yesterday at Soquel.  Ah Chin Doc 
works in the Lewis home at Capitola, where all are 
Democrats, but not withstanding the good example set by 
them, he registered as a Republican.” 
Nov. 18.  “Eugene Brown has traded his home on Campbell 
street for a cherry ranch of three and one-half acres in 
Soquel owned by John Ireland.  Mr. Brown is also the 
owner of a small place near Capitola Heights.” 
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Frank 
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THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
   Ou r organization has been blessed with an outstanding, hard working Board of Directors. We are further blessed 

when Deborah Maddock agreed to replace her father Ted Maddock on the board. (see article)  Deborah and her sister, 

Sherrill Ash have helped Ted at the picnic with the displays.  However, we are sad to say that Spence Nutter has left the 

board, (His work schedule doesn’t allow him to attend meetings) He has agreed to continue to help at the picnic. We 

now find ourselves still needing to fill a vacancy, 
If you are the kind of person who likes to give back to the community you love, perhaps you would be willing to 

volunteer. 

   We have 4 or 5 daytime meetings  

throughout the year. Our busiest time is in July when we are preparing for our annual picnic. .Each board member takes 

on a task or two. Our main job is providing a fun event.  

If you have questions or feel you could volunteer please talk to one of our board members, or call me at 476-1871. 

 

Picnic agenda   
Our contract as a non-profit organization requires that we have a 

business meeting each year. It is a short meeting at the picnic. Everyone 

is included, but only members can vote. This year we will be voting on: 

1. Election of Board members 

2. Possible money raising activities. Each year, our expenditures are 

higher than our income . We are very aware that is not a fiscally 

responsible way of doing business. Two years ago, we took a big hit 

when we paid to have some hazardous trees removed from our picnic 

grounds ($14,000). Although we received  some very generous 

donations, we did not recover the cost of of the tree work and our 

invome does not pay fo9 our current expenses. Our source of income 

is mostly donations, and some from book and pin sale 

3. Here are some suggestions:  

               *We could increase the membership dues to $5 per family. 

*We could charge for the picnic ($5 per adult). “Why should we pay when we are bringing food?” You ask. 

Because our annual expenses for the picnic – Sound equipment, sanitary facilities, grounds maintenance etc.are 

only a part of the story. In addition we pay taxes, rent to the library for our history room and maintain the 

Soquel signs.  

*We could seek sponsors for the picnic. 

*We could organize a fundraiser 

Please come to the picnic prepared to make suggestions or vote on one of 

the first two items. We need your help if we are to continue with this 

wonderful picnic. 

Thanks Judy Parsons

      

WE WILL HAVE CAPS FOR SALE AT THE PICNIC - $15 

 If you want one sooner, call Paul Parsons at 476-1871

 

 

 

 



IN MEMORIUM  

We are sorry to say our dear Ted Maddock 

passed away on April 13, 2016. It is difficult to 

express how much Ted has done for the Pioneers 

through the years. He was an artist who shared 

freely of his talent. 

 This year we will dedicate our picnic to Ted. 

*He has been a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Soquel Pioneer and Historical 

Association since 1987 

*He designed our logo 

 *He created and printed our annual picnic flyer 

for over 40 years (there is a binder or all of his 

fliers in our room at the Porter Memorial Library)    

* He helped us maintain the Soquel Emblem 

signs.   

*He created the banners that we attach to the 

signs to advertise our picnic.   

*He and his daughters have provided us with an 

historical display at our annual picnic. 

*He created our membership cards. 

*He made the Pringle Grove sign,  

*He made the sign on the Barbeque in Pringle 

Grove 

*He did the  new sign above the door to our 

History Room at the Library 

* He carved the our name on the big sign in front 

of the Porter Memorial Library. 

He was involved with the Pioneer Board for over 

40 years including President of the Board for 

some years. 

He often went to the Pioneer Picnic with his 

family as a child. 

There is a 45 minute video interview of Ted on 

our website….SoquelPioneers.com 

 

Ted, you have left us with very big shoes to fill. 

We will Miss you, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR 

The Porter Memorial Library IS NOW 

ACCESSABLE TO ALL . They have built a ramp in front, 

updated the bathroom, built a new deck in back, 

makjed a handicap parking space. created easy access 

froim the front of the building to the back, We are 

proud to be a part of that wonderful historical building.  

 We are constantly updating our website.  A 

recent addition is the video of Frank Perry interviewing 

Ted Maddock. We have also included information 

about this years’ picnic. 

 In keeping with our commitment to the public, 

Lynda Lewit has created a Facebook page for the 

Pioneers, 

 We have made copies of  some of our historical 

photos and put them in scrapbooks that will be on 

display at the Picnic. 

 The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association 

participated in Soquel’s first annual Soquel Sip and 

Stroll at the new Soquel Community Park. 

John Caldwell sold some our Soquel History 

Books at the “Californios Conference”. 

Frank Perry gave an interesting talk at the 

Porter Memorial library and donated the proceeds of 

his book sales to the Pioneers.He also spoke at a recent 

Chamber of Commerce mixer. 

The Capitola Historical Museum will be 

celebrating 50 years on July 9. If you have never visited 

the museum, We urge you to attend 

 

HERE ARE YOUR CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS 

Judy Parsons, President 

Frank Perry, Vice President 

Lynda Lewit, Secretary 

David Lewit, Treasurer 

John Caldwell 

Alice Daubenbis 

Jim Hobbs 

Deborah Maddock 

VACANT 



all who donated in 2015 

Alistair R. Anderson, Evelyn Bernstein, 

Karen and Calcagno, John and Lynn 

Caldwell, William and Viola Casalagno, 

Thomas Deasy, Alice Daubenbis and Wayne 

Huneman, Sylvia Forsyth, Sidney Freshour, 

Duncan and Barbara Gillies, Mark and 

Laura Grossman, Kitty Hansen, Mary Ellen 

Irons, Jim Hobbs 

Warren Hollingshead, in memory of Sisters 

Margaret Lake and Marie Bonsall, Ted 

Holman, Mary and Gene Hopkins, G.B. Jack 

III, Robert and Pat Kenyon, David and 

Lynda Lewit, Kathy Lyons, Ted Maddock, 

Tom McCubbin, Donaldine McRae, Hiram 

and Lucille Mogaard, Keith and Barbara 

Murray, Richard Nutter, Paul and Judy 

Parsons, Opal Pearson, Frank A. Perry, 

Alice M. Ponza, Patricia and Andrew 

Poulos, Chris Poulos, Stanley Stevens, 

Pricilla Strauhal, Carolyn Swift, Barbara 

Thompson, Jerry and Robyn Walters 

 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO:  

 Jay Alvarez who is our Computer Guru.  

Lynn Caldwell who donated a framed print of oxen 

pulling logs by Emma Lou Packard. 

Jim and Russ Hobbs who refurbished the 4 Soquel Signs 

at the entrances to Soquel.  

Steve at the Ugly Mug who provides us with delicious 

coffee at our picnic 

 

 

Many of the businesses in and about Soquel have 

generously donated items for our raffle. In return, we 

have provided them with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

If you see such a Certificate displayed in any business, 

please thank them on behalf of the Pioneers. 

Donations to our raffle 2015  

Hunter Hill Winery 

  Bargettos Winery 

Soquel Growers 

The Shadowbrook   /Crow’s Nest 

Silver Spur 

Pioneer Association 

Play It Again Sports  

Capitola, Soquel Chamber of Commerce 

Elyxir Distributors 

Aldos 

 

 

         An example of our Certificate of Appreciation.

 


