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The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association is an all volunteer group dedicated to preserving the history of Soquel 

  

OUR PICNIC 
The picnic is July 25 at Pringle Grove. It is open to all 

who would like to come. There is no charge, but we ask that 

you bring a pot-luck dish to share and your own table service. 

Water and coffee will be provided. The luncheon begins at 

noon, but we suggest that you come early to look at the many 

historical photos and scrapbooks, meet new friends and see 

old friends.  

Our speaker this year will be Frank Perry. His topic 

is, “A Postcard History of Soquel.” He will have vintage 

postcards on display. 

 

 
Frank Perry 

   

  Frank Perry is currently the Curator of the Capitola 

Historical Museum and has been an active local historian since 

1977. He built the displays in the History Room for the Soquel 

Pioneer Museum which is part of the Porter Memorial Library.  

You can learn more about Frank Perry by looking at 

his website… http://frankperry.weebly.com/ 

 

Some more fun activities at the 

picnic: 

A COOK-OFF 
This year, Amy Daniels is organizing a pot luck cook-off 

contest.  Prizes will be awarded for the best salad/appetizer, 

best side dish, best entrée, and best dessert.  If you would like 

to enter the cook-off, please arrive by 11:30am and let us know 

you would like to enter.  

THE SANTA CRUZ HERITAGE FOOD PROJECT 

                                  

The Santa Cruz Heritage Food Project illuminates  the history 

and culture of Santa Cruz County through the lens of food. We 

hope to tell a compelling story that can help millennia’s living 

here—like ourselves—link to the history of the County in a way 

that is accessible and delicious. All this will be done through 

the following foods: Wine, Wheat & Potatoes, Hops & Beer, 

Clams, Sugar Beets, Apples, Artichokes & Brussels Sprouts, 

Berries, Poultry & Eggs, Dairy, Dry-farmed Tomatoes. To 

explore these foods we are looking at how they got here, who 

cultivated them, how they were grown or produced, and how 

people cooked with them. We need your help! We are seeking 

local, historic recipes featuring the crops listed above. If you 

have an old family cookbook sitting on your shelves, please 

take a moment to go through the recipes.  If you find any that 

include the foods we are studying, and you would allow us to 

share the recipe with others, please contact us at our email 

address: scheritagefoods@gmail.com, or bring the recipe book 

to the Pioneer Picnic! We also have a website you can visit for 

more information: www.scheritagefood.com. This project will 

honor our food heritage and inspire future generations of food 

stewards.  

http://frankperry.weebly.com/
mailto:scheritagefoods@gmail.com
http://www.capitolamuseum.org/Revise/Soquel/SoquelPioneer.html


For Auction. 

 

Once again, Frank Hill has offered a painting for our 

auction. This time it is a depiction of the old Capitola 

Hotel. Frank, a native of the area, was the artist who 

created the Post Office mural that we auctioned last 

year. We had quite a bidding war. This painting should 

be of special interest to the Capitolians who attend. 

Soquel Cemetery The Soquel Cemetery is 

located in a serene creek- side area about a mile up 

Old San Jose Road.  There are many gravestones 

from the mid to late 1800’s.  There is an active 

committee who has been meeting at the Cemetery 

to assist with upkeep and clean-up of the grounds. 

There is a website: 

http://soquelcemetery.weebly.com. The 

homepage of the website asks people to contact 

them through the Contact page to get involved. 

Also take a look at the independent Facebook page 

called “Save the Soquel Cemetery”. 

What’s wrong with this picture?                    

 

 

 

THE PORTER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

The Library has made some very nice changes to 

accommodate the handicapped. You can’t help but 

notice the ramp that leads to the front door, the new 

sidewalk from the parking lot in back to the front and 

the remodeled bathroom. All of this was paid for by the 

Porter Memorial Foundation. 

If you haven’t visited our room at the Library lately, you 

might be in for a pleasant surprise. Frank Perry, Judy 

Parsons and Paul Parsons spent a morning cleaning out 

the book shelves so that there are no longer piles of 

duplicate books, irrelevant books and other 

miscellaneous certificates etc, that do not belong. The 

result is a pleasant comfortable room where folks can 

read and do research. In addition we are in the process 

of copying our archived pictures into red binders for all 

to enjoy. The binders will also be available at the picnic 

as well as some of the books we have removed from 

our room. 

        

 

 



 

IT’S BEEN A BUSY YEAR 

 We have accomplished a lot and most of our bills 

are paid. 

Many of our dreams have been realized, but not 

without some expense. 

1. We have finally received our tax free 

(501c3) status from the IRS! Now your 

generous donations should be tax 

deductible. 

2. We have created a new website which will 

allow us to edit and create items without 

hiring an expert.  

3. We paid off our obligations, including 

various fees and the tree service for the 

removal of the hazardous trees. 

4. We paid our normal picnic expenses, sound 

equipment mowing, sanitary facilities, 

insurance etc. 

5. We have produced four banners that will 

help advertise our annual picnic. 

Total expenses for the year were approximately 

$18,000. 

The good news is that we received approximately 

$8,000 in very generous donations. This leaves us 

down about $10,000 from last year. 

               

           

               

WHAT NOW! 

We are finished with the major one time only 

expenses. Now it is time to rebuild so that we can 

continue to fund our annual picnic and our room at 

the Library for the community to enjoy. We are still 

in a fundraising mode. 

How you can HELP! 

A Board member has offered to match any 

donation of $100.00 or more up to $1,000 each 

year for the next five years. Help us get back to 

where we were. 

 You can contribute: 

1. At the picnic: 

2. Using the enclosed envelope: (Soquel 

Pioneer and Historical Association, 5270 

Pringle Lane, Soquel, CA 95073). 

3. With PayPal by going to our Web Site at 

www.soquelpioneers.com  

4.  By becoming a member. Membership 

dues are $1.00 per family and you are 

entitled to vote and serve on the board or 

a committee. 

5. By donating to our raffle or auction 

and/or buying lots of raffle tickets.  

 



Our Board of Directors: Judy Parsons, President; 

Frank Perry VP; Lynda Lewit, Sec.; David Lewit, 

Treasurer; John Caldwell; Alice Daubenbis; Jim 

Hobbs; Ted Maddock; Dick Nutter 

www.Soquelpioneers.com 



                    



         
TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS 

Alistar R Anderson, Evelyn Blakemore by Marilyn 

Lawrence, Mary Bailey, Frank Beccaria, Julia Mae 

Burgess, Karen Calcagno, John and Lynn Caldwell, 

Gail Carhart-Scofield, Anne E. Chapin, Leslie 

Couvilion, William and Viola Casalagno, William 

Cummings, Alice Daubenbis and Wayne Hunneman 

Discretion Brewing Company, D. Dixon in memory 

of Harley and Clara Archibald, Suzanne Dowlings, 

Sylvia Fosyth, Duncan and Barbara Gillies, Mark 

and Laura Grossman, Kitty Hansen, Mary Ellen 

Irons, Linda Shore Jordan, Russ Hobbs, Jim Hobbs, 

Carol Hobbs Armstrong and Janet Hobbs Manildi in 

memory of Marion and Francis Hobbs, Steve 

Kennedy and Eileen Hodson, Aarlene Hollingshead 

in the name of Ralph and Marie Bonsall,  Ted 

Holman, Mary and Gene Hopkins, John and Jeannie 

Kegebein, Bob and Pat Kenyon, Betty Landess, 

David and Lynda Lewit, Robert and Mary Lincoln, 

Ted Maddock, Margaret (Meg) Madsen, Donaldine 

McRae, Kenneth and Lois Miller,  Hiram and 

Luanne Mogaard, Roy Morter, Mr and Mrs Kieth 

Murray, Judy Noren (In memory of Al Noren), 

Richard Nutter in memory of Marilyn Pringle 

Nutter, Paul and Judy Parsons, Opal Pearson,  

Frank A Perry, Richard W Pool, Alice M. Ponza, 

Patrica and Andrew Poulos, Chris Poulos, Willa 

Dean Reynolds, Stanley Stevens, Pricilla Strauhal, 

Carolyn Swift, Joyce Taylor, Barbara Thompson,  

Douglas and Cherry Thorne, Louis Tousto. Robert 

and Bjorg Yonts, Barbara Negro Walker, Jerry and 

Robyn Walters, Jean Wolf 

_______________________________________ 

What’s wrong with this picture? 

The plaque is not at the Cemetery. It is at Soquel 

School. (See page 4) 

_______________________________________   

 

And a special thanks to: 

Ted Maddock  for creating the banners that can be 

seen around Soquel announcing our picnic. 

Erlene Tarkington for donating three books in 

memory of her husband Bill. 

Discretion Brewing for hosting a fun evening 

fundraiser for us Pioneers. 

Frank Hill for donating another painting for our 

auction. 

Jim Hobbs for donating a lithograph of the Soquel 

Emblem dedicated to his father Marion Hobbs and 

signed by the artist, Lee Blair. 

Marilyn Lawrence for donating photo’s belonging 

to her mother, Evelyn Blakemore. 

                          

Pepe Parsons for sprucing up the Soquel signs so 

we could attach our banners. 

All of the volunteers including board members 

who help with the picnic each year. 

 

                        
IN MEMORIUM 

Each year we honor our members who have 

recently passed with a moment of silence. 

This year we have already heard of four friends 

who are no longer with us. 

 Evelyn Blakemore, a former president and 

faithful supporter. 

 Edith Perry, mother of Frank Perry, and long 

time attendee. 

 Emily Koeneman who walked to our Picnic 

from her home in Monterey Bay Heights. 

 Gary Erickson, chairman of the Library 

Board, who always said yes to our requests. 


