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Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association

2026 PIONEER PICNIC

FRANK PERRY

Saturday, July 25, 2026 Featured Picnic Speaker

150th anniversary of the completion of the
By Jim Hobbs railroad line between Santa Cruz and Watsonville

Summer is here and that means it is time to make plans to attend the
annual Pioneer Picnic. As always it will be held on the last Saturday in This year marks the 150th anniversary of the completion of the
July at the lovely Pringle Grove picnic ground. This year the date falls railroad line between Santa Cruz and Watsonville. This was a

on the 25th. so mark your calendars. There will be displays of milestone in the region’s history. In the Pajaro Valley, the railroad
historical photos and artifacts to view plus opportunities to meet old connected to the main Southern Pacific line. Santa Cruz and

and new residents of Soquel and hear their stories. Soquel now had a major link to the outside world, facilitating the
Our featured speaker this year will be our own Frank Perry, Vice export of lumber from local sawmills, leather from local tanneries,
President of the Soguel Pioneers. He has written a companion book to
the Soquel history book published by the Pioneers in 2011. Frank's
book, scheduled to be published later this year, will provide readers
seeking specific information a much improved experience with
alphabetical indexing and clear direction to locations in the 2011 book.
In the process, Frank has unearthed lots of interesting and entertaining
bits of our history that he will share in his talk at the picnic.

and a wide assortment of fruits and vegetables from local farms.

Bring your favorite picnic goodies and enjoy a fun and interesting
afternoon. Free coffee, water , and cookies will be available.
Anyone who feels more comfortable wearing a mask and observing

social distancing is welcome to do so. We urge all attendees to be Four railroads were proposed to pass through the Soquel ares,
considerate of others. though only one was built. A streetcar line was also planned, but it
did not materialize. As featured speaker at this year’s picnic,
For more details sea retired Capitola Museum curator and Soquel Pioneers hoard
e Siiicla: member Frank Perry will share some little-known stories from

Honoriiig the Past, Soquel’s transportation history.

Creating Sanctuary: Frank has been working for . -
A New Chapter for two years on a book —_—= [a
.- _ 4 y 8| the Historic Soquel entitled A Companion to |
| bnrf;t‘of the Pi;necr ﬁoardv i bk i Cemetery on the Soquel, which will be
‘ 7 5 Sr2 Spooky C°'“’:“ﬂ“‘ ] Bl next page. released later this year as a
- : wadin F fundraiser for the Pioneers.

sSoquel Pioneer & Historical Bssociation

Information: 831.818.8109 www.soquelpioneers.com




Honoring the Past, Creating Sanctuary:

A New Chapter for the Historic Soquel Cemetery

by Toni Alldrege

Over the past several years, the Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association and Temple Beth
El, owners of the historic Soquel Cemetery, have worked together to care for this non-
endowed site. Volunteers have restored headstones, updated records, reconciled maps,
and brought new life to a place with more than 170 years of history. Their efforts have
included grass and weed maintenance, headstone repair, hosting community events such
as the Spooky Soquel Cemetery Social, the Historical Walking Tours, and collaborating with
a certified canine forensics team to locate unmarked graves.

A new opportunity has emerged as Nature Sacred (naturesacred.org), a national nonprofit
that transforms underused green spaces into healing Sacred Places and partners with
Temple Beth El to help shape the cemetery into a sanctuary for the community. With
support from both funding and volunteer efforts, Nature Sacred will provide a matching
contribution to strengthen the impact.

This partnership will support long-term care through
native, drought-tolerant landscaping, restored

pathways, seating, preservation of historic features, A Look Back at the Past Year
and quiet areas for reflection, ensuring the cemetery Thanks to every volunteer. Your time and care
remains protected and respectfully maintained. brought the historic cemetery another year of care.

Events: Summerand Spring Cemetery Cleanups, Fall Spooky
Community Social, and Historic Walking Tours.

Headstone Restoration:

® The shared headstone of Hazel, age 1, & Walter W.
Langley, age 6, was reset. Both children passed in the

All of this work is powered by volunteers and
supported entirely by our community. With Temple
Beth El, the Soquel Pioneers, and Nature Sacred
waorking together, every contribution helps move this
scendant effort forward. To get connected, contact one of the

t1v Nattwe posite of ik R R ; - summer of 1892.
Soquel Cemetery Preservation Committee members: e Gary Neler of Evergreen Cemetery kindly shared his skl
Holly Blue Hawkins at roshck@tbeaptos.org or Toni and experience to support our headstone restoration efforts.
Alldredge at soquelpioneerscemetery@gmail.com. Biannual Tribute: The American Legjon Riders
Together, we can continue bringing new life to this honored our fallen heroes by caring for veterans’
historic place and help create a sanctuary for generations. graves and placing new flags in their memory.

How You Can Help
Your Donations Fund SPHA

SOQUEL

Caps - Stickers * Mugs

Your contribution is greatly appreciated and it allows us to continue Soquel caps, cups, stickers, and magnets feature the Soquel logo
our important work in preserving Soquel History. We continue to have (copyrighted). The artwork of Lee Blair continues to welcome
everyone to Soquel and Ted Maddock's iconic logo is the centerpiece
of the newsletter masthead and the website.

expenses like the maintenance of the Pringle Grove, Porter
Library/Museum partnership contribution, a new monthy expense for
the storage locker, and other expenses. There is a PayPal link on our
website: SoquelPioneers.com. You can also send a check in the
envelope included. Thank you for your donations.

Pioneer Legacy Circle: You may want to consider becoming a Soquel
Pioneer Legacy donor. By including the Soquel Pioneer and Historical
Association in your estate plans, you will help ensure that the Historical
Association will continue its
mission to preserve and
promote Soquel History. For
more information and to let us
know you have included the
Soquel Pioneers and Historical
Association in your estate
plans, please contact David
Lewit, the Board Treasurer at_

David@DavidLewit.com or
831-818-2277.

Suggested Donations:
Cap and a sticker $25.00

Cup & a sticker $10.00

Stickers $ 3.00 or 2 for $5.00

Magnets S 4.00

One more note: There has been a lot of interest regarding where
to purchase Soquel merch after the picnic and having merch sent
by mail. Call 831.325.9615. We're happy to help!




Communication with the Pioneers

Website & Facebook

We are collecting email addresses so that we can update you quickly
on anything that is happening with the Pioneers. Please send your
email address to Deborah Maddock: Dimadd@sbcgobal.net and we will
add you to our list.

We hope that you take a look at our Soquel Pioneers Facebook page.
You can join the group and add entries. We would love to hear your
stories about Soquel History and your personal experiences in our
community,

Visit the web page at www.soquelpioneers.com, which includes
current picnic information, the Soquel Timeline and Soquel history.
There is also information about the Soquel Historic Cemetery. Posted
are several videos, stories, historical pictures, resources etc. From the
link on our website, we were contacted with requests for more
information about families, homes, historical locations in Soquel, a
student project and donations of photos, etc. Thank you Frank Perry
for providing information about some of the requests and guiding
people about where they can do their own research.

2026 SANTA CRUZ COUNTY
HISTORY FAIR

L Sa Ne{son%ssembleﬁhe Plonaer displ

by Jim Hobbs

The 2026 Santa Cruz County History Fair was held May 16th at the London

Nelson Community Center, and the Soquel Pioneer and Historical Assn.
was well represented. Board

member Lisa Nelson assembled |
an attractive and interesting
display of documents, photos
and artifacts that drew people
in to find out more about our
local history. lim Hobbs and

Toni Alldredge helped man the
table and answer guestions. About 25 organizations from throughout the

county setup displays and the many attendees found much to pique their

interest. Plan to be there in 2027!

THE FOREST RANGERS
1942 Movie Showing

by Lynda Lewit

February 26, 2026, the Pioneers and the
Soquel Congregational Church hosted a
showing of the “Forrest Rangers” movie at
the Church. This 1942 film stars Fred
McMurray, Paulette Goddard and Susan
Hayward. Over 70 people enjoyed this movie

“THE FOREST RANGERS”

A 1742 Movie Shol of Ove Sprnge ey
i Sasin, and Sanka Cra r-.n:-

which was filmed in Soquel and Santa Cruz.
Part of the movie was filmed at the Millpond

Comedy * Romance * Drama
on Olive Springs Road. The current owners of
that property attended the film and shared some historical photos.
We plan to have a yearly historical movie showing. We will post our
next movie showing on the website and Facebook page.

PROJECTS &

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

by Lynda Lewit

Benches and tables repaired: Periodically, we repair and clean the
benches and tables in Pringle Grove.

Porter Memorial Public Library: We continue to provide financial
support to the Porter Library in Soquel thanks to your donations. It is
a popular local library that still uses index cards to check out books.

New storage of Pioneers collections at Capitola Storage: The
"Collections Committee” is working on organizing and categorizing
our historical collections and created an inventory list.

In January a very large California Bay tree split and had to be taken
down because it was rotten in the trunk and was dangerous. The
cost of the work was $5,500. We are currently asking our
community of Pioneers for donations to recover the funds spent
from our account. Please donate what you can.



2025-2026 Donations

Thank You for Your Support!

Steve & Denise Agosti
Tui Aiono

Toni & Gary Alldredge
Arlan & Sharon Bowman
Carol Armstrong

Matt & Natalya Bruner
Joe & Karen Calcagno
Lynne McCall Caldwell
Kennolyn Camps

--Pam Nootbaar

Annie Chapin &

--David Emanuel

Carla Christensen &

-- Tom Mader

Bill Cummings

Thomas Deasy

Carolyn Folmar

Sylvia Prescott Forsyth
Carolyn & Art Gerrans
Robert & Lily Gerrans
Duncan & Bonnie Gillies
Marc & Laura Grossman
Diane Gunter

Laura Hamby

Scott & Lynette Hamby
Kitty Hansen

Holly Blue Hawkins

Jim Hobbs

Ted Holman

Mary Ellen Irons

Bert Izant

John & Jeannie Kegebein

Patricia Keny{r%lé/ /

Jane Casalegno Kotila

Don & Brenda Lauritson
David & Lynda Lewit

Risa Lower

Emmy Mitchell Lynn

Cliff & Theresa Maas
Deborah Maddock
Margaret Madsen

Julie McGowan & Chris Fulmer
Hank & Sharon Miller

Keith & Barbara Murray
Michael & Liz Musal

Jess & Patty Nelson

Lisa Nelson

Mark & Jolene Nicklanovich

Richard Nutter & Stephanie Lee

Lynne & John Owen

Judy Parsons

Rick & Judy Peretto

-- in memory of Diane Gunter
Frank & Jill Perry

Chris Poulos

Patricia Poulos

Janet & Phillip Rupp

Gail Carhart-Scofield
Raeberta Sporl

Dave & Becky Steinbruner
Priscilla (Sim) Strauhal
Carolyn Swift

Forrest “Bob” Tarleton
Richard Thomsen

Carolyn Walker

Jerry & Robynn Walters

Soquel Pioneer & Historical Society

Board of Directors

Jim Hobbs, President
Frank Perry, Vice President
Lynda Lewit, Secretary
David Lewit, Treasurer

Toni Alldredge
Laura Hamby
Deborah Maddock
Emmy Mitchell-Lynn
Lisa Nelson

Carolyn Walker

THE NOBLE CALDRON

by Frank Perry

Those of you who grew up in the mid-county area or Santa Cruz in the
middle 1900s may recall going on school field trips to the City Museum
in Seabright (now the Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History). | recall
visiting there in first grade and learning about the local Indigenous
People, then referred to as the Costanoans. Afterwards, we went
outside and saw a historic whaling caldron. These giant iron pots were
used in the old days to render whale blubber into oil. It was so big, that
the adults set a bunch of us kids inside it. Too bad nobody took a
picture!

The caldron had an important Soquel connection. It had belonged to
Augustus Noble, who settled in Soquel with his wife, Joanna, in 1856.
Their house was on Hill Street next to the Castro-Lodge adobe. Like
many Soquel residents at that time, Noble was a farmer. He also grew
roses and called his farm “Rosedale.” This is the origin of today’s
Rosedale Avenue.

Noble presented the caldron to the Santa Cruz Chamber of Commerce,

and in 1910 it was displayed at a new park near the beach in Santa Cruz.

By 1933, it had been moved to the Santa Cruz City Hall. At that time,
City Hall was still located in the former F. A. Hihn mansion. The mansion
was surrounded by beautiful gardens and, near the front entrance to
the building, sat the caldron.

By 1950, the
caldron had
been moved
to Tyrrell Park
in Seabright
and placed on
a concrete pad
in front of the
City Museum.
On the sloping
lawn is one of
the choice
items of the
H Museum’s

@) possessions
—a giant caldron which was brought here in 1832 by a whaler from
New Bedford, Mass.,” said a 1950 newspaper article. “The caldron was
bought in Monterey by Rafael Castro, the grantee of Aptos rancho; by
him presented to August Noble, pioneer of Soquel, who later presented
it to the chamber of commerce. That institution passed it on to the city
museum.”

In the early 1970s, | worked at the museum and asked then curator
Charles Prentiss what became of the caldron. Sadly, he reported that in
1968 it was crushed by a falling cypress tree and destroyed.

:



Remembering Richard "Dick" Nutter

1929 - 2026

By Emmy Mitchell-Lynn

The Soquel Pioneer & Historical Association, together with Dick Nutter's family, friends, and
neighbors, remembers and honors a life well lived. Dick served as President of the

Association from 1993 to 2013 and remained on the Board of Directors until 2016. For more
{ than two decades, he helped guide the Pionears and played an important role in preserving
{ the records, artifacts, and traditions that connect us to Soquel’s past.

As a fifth-generation Californian and descendant of one of Soquel’s pioneer families, Dick
carried an unmatched knowledge of local history. He was a natural keeper of local history
and community memory. Whether the conversation was about early Soquel families, apple
d orchards, local landmarks, or a long-forgotten event or person, Dick often knew the answer,

or at least knew where to find it. He seemed to know something about nearly everyone and
everything in Soquel.

Many people knew Dick through the Pioneers, but his involvement in the community
reached far beyond our crganization. Qver nearly a century, he served in leadership roles
related to agriculture, conservation, public service, and local history, including many years as
Monterey County Agricultural Commissioner. He was also involved in the development and
implementation of California’s early organic farming regulations, helping shape policies that
supported the growth of organic agriculture in California. Closer to home, he helped

document and share Soquel’s story through publications, oral histories, community projects, and countless conversations. For generations of
Pioneers, he was also a familiar face and a staple at our annual Pioneer Picnics.

For those of us who knew him, Dick was more than a source of information. He was part of the tapestry of Soquel itself. He connected people to
places, families to stories, and present-day community members to the generations that came before them. By the end of his nearly century-long
life, Dick had become one of the people most closely associated with the history of Soquel, a place he truly loved.

We are grateful for his years of service, his friendship, and all he contributed to the Soquel Pioneer & Historical Association and th

e wider
community. He will be greatly missed.

Remembering Judy Parsons
1932-2025

by Deborah Maddock

Judy was President of the Soquel Pioneer & Historical Association for 5 years,
2013 - 2018, and was a board member since 2006.

She passed away in October of 2025 - soon after attending the 87th annual July Pioneer
Picnic and only months after losing her beloved husband of 70 years, Paul Parsons — who
was also very important to the SPHA.

During her tenure — Judy worked to obtain our Non-Profit status; initiated and acted as
editor for the annual newsletter in 2010; Judy and her husband Paul maintained the 4
large SOQUEL signs which are posted at each entrance into Soquel; and of course, she

helped to author and create the wonderful Arcadia Publishing book about SOQUEL in
2011.

Judy, along with her husband Paul, was also very active in the local Soquel Community —
working on many projects including the Save Soquel project, the Soquel 150th Anniversary
event held in 2002, and the Heart of Soquel County Park informational signage among
many. They are both much loved and we will notice their absence from the Picnic. i




saquel Pioneer &

Historical Association
5270 Pringle Lane
Soquel, CA 95073

Picnich2/02

g AT

0am

Saturday « July 25 « Music Starts @ 11:3

This is a picnic! Each family or group attending the picnic will bring their own picnic
lunch. There will NOT BE A POTLUCK TABLE, so bring family and friends, whatever food and drink
makes a good picnic for you and be prepared to enjoy friends and family as you share history and
fellowship at the 88th Soquel Pioneer Picnic! Plan to participate in the Soquel Famous Raffle!

Pringle Grove Picnic Grounds: » Music by Girls & Company

5270 Pringle Lane * Browse historical photos
Take North Main Street .6 miles to Pringle Lane * Greet longtime friends
(Just beyond Bargetto Winery on the right.) * Meet new friends

* Suggested donation $5.00

Visit the Soquel Pioneer & Historical Association Website! Are you one of the Soquel Pioneers 400 followers on Facebook?
soquelpioneers.com Join us and share your Soquel stories.




