
  

July, 2011 

The Soquel History Book 

In April 2007, a committee of Soquel history 

enthusiasts decided the best way to protect Soquel’s 

past was to write about it.  They agreed to take on the 

massive task of collecting pictures and composing text 

for the Arcadia Publishing Company‘s “Images of 

America” series.  

Working under the umbrella of the Soquel 

Pioneer and Historical Association, authors Lynne 

McCall Caldwell , and John Caldwell, Alice Daubenbis, 

Barbara Harlamoff McCrary, Dick Nutter, Paul and Judy 

Parsons, Bill Roberson, and Carolyn Swift met on 

Wednesday mornings for four years. Photographs were 

selected for copying. Historical details were slowly 

woven together to create the caption text. Historian 

Judith Steen guided the book through the all the phases 

of editing.  

The completed edition of ten chapters includes 

more than 200 pictures that tell stories of the past with 

descriptions and images that were previously damaged, 

stashed away, and forgotten. 

Now sold online and in local stores, the history 

book is available for a donation of $22 at the Soquel 

Porter Memorial Library and will be on hand at the 

annual Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association picnic. 

Additionally, an index has been compiled by Stan 

Stevens, Librarian Emeritus and coordinator of the 

Hihn-Younger Archive at UC Santa Cruz, as a gift to 

Soquel. It will be at the library and offered during the 

July picnic. Eventually it will be on our website. 

The Soquel book is dedicated to association 

founder Caroline Eleanora Oliver Angell, known 

throughout her life as Nora.  

She was born to a pioneer Soquel family in 

1867. Nora attended San Jose State Normal School. She 

was still a teenager when she began a career teaching in 

her hometown, marrying local merchant Horatio V. 

Angell. Always devoted to Soquel’s improvement, Nora 

led causes  that ranged from the installation of electric 

lighting to the founding of a library to ongoing work for 

the Red Cross and WCTU. One of her more passionate 

interests was pioneer history and the gathering of 

stories about Soquel’s early days. The annual picnic that 

is enjoyed today is credited to her inspiration. 

The 73rd annual potluck 

picnic              
The Soquel 

Pioneer and 

Historical 

Association 73nd 

annual potluck 

picnic will be 

held at Pringle Grove on Saturday, July 30 at 

12 noon. (See flier).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The nine authors will be on hand to talk about 

the four year effort, answer questions and 

maybe sign a few books.  It should be a fun 

event. 

Everyone is invited. Please come early to meet 

and make friends and view the historical 

displays. Dress warmly and bring a potluck 

dish to share, drinks and table service. Coffee 

will be provided.  

  Technically Speaking  We are 

gathering E-mail addresses to keep you informed about 

upcoming events such as book signings etc. If you are willing 

to be included on our E-mail list, please let Judy Parsons know 

at juudy@aol.com.  Put Pioneers list in the subject line.  

mailto:juudy@aol.com
http://www.capitolamuseum.org/Revise/Soquel/SoquelPioneer.html
http://www.capitolamuseum.org/Revise/Soquel/SoquelPioneer.html


Our Web Page   

For the last four years, Topsy Smalley of the Capitola History 

Museum has donated her time to our web page. Much of the 

information on our web site was taken directly from the 

Capitola web site. We are very grateful for the work that she 

has done for us. Topsey is retiring now from her job as 

librarian at Cabrillo College and is no longer able to update 

our website. We wish her well. Chris Parsons is taking over 

that job now. Check out the site for updated information. It is 

almost like another history book 

How you can help 

The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association is 
grateful for all the financial help we receive. We 
have no dues, but we do have expenses.  

Many years ago, the Pioneers and the Porter 
Memorial Library were bequeathed money from 
the Angell family so that it could continue to 
operate. Although we have invested prudently, 
over the years, the SPHA has gradually seen the 
principle sum reduced.  

Our ongoing expenses include the annual picnic 
(renting sound equipment, sanitary facilities, 
maintenance, tax and insurance and mailings) one 
third of the library expenses, maintaining the 
Village signs, dues for the Capitola/Soquel Chamber 
of Commerce. 
 
Our income from donations and interest for 2010 
was $1,769. Our expenses were$3,867. 
Last year the response to our fundraising appeal 
was impressive. Enclosed is a contribution 
envelope. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Thanks to the following donors who responded 

to last year’s newsletter: 

Alistair R. Anderson 
Mary Bailey 
Evelyn Blakemore 

Curt and Nancy Bowman 

Julia Mae Burgess 

Walter Busby  

Leslie Couvillion 

Judith Craig 

Sylvia Prescott Forsyth 

Ardith Fugate 

Joe and Sylvia Gianelli 

Bonnie and Duncan Gillies 

Kitty Hansen 

Elaine Hedges 

Arlene Hollingshead 

Gene and Mary Hopkins 

Linda Jordan 

John and Jeannie Kegebein 

Donaldine A. McRae 

Bob McKenzie 

Dave Millang 

Hiram and Lucille Mogaard 

Judy Noren 

Chris Poulos 

Pat and Andy Poulos 

Barbara Thompson 

Larraine Black Thompson 

Barbara Walker 

Jerry and Robyn Walters 

                           

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

The Presidents Message                        
The Porter Memorial Library was the site of an April book signing 

event for our publication. After four long years of gathering photos 

and writing captions, our committee of nine completed the task. We 

are proud of our accomplishment and appreciate the favorable 

comments.  

 We have also been busy with other tasks.  Last year we published 

our first newsletter, reorganized the History Room at the library, 

refurbished two Soquel signs and updated our website--Check it out. 

Volunteers are necessary to keep our organization functioning. If 

you are interested, please contact one of our board members. 

 

.Published  by The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association 

5270 Pringle Lane, Soquel, CA 95073 

Phone 831-818-8109 

Richard Nutter President - dicknutter@earthlink.net 

Judy Parsons, Vice President - juudy@aol.com 

Lynda Lewit, Secretary - lynlewi@earthlink.net 

David Lewit, Treasurer - Dlewit@earthlink.net 

Ted Maddock - tedder.m@sbcglobal.net 
Carolyn Swift – carolyn.swift@gmail.com 

To learn about Soquel history and the Association, 

visit our web page: www.soquelpioneers.com 

mailto:Dlewit@earthlink.net

